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The title states exactly what the atlas contains. No mention is made of
the origin, insertion, or function of the muscles discussed. This greatly
limits the number of persons who would find this atlas of any great value.
Those who have need of the information it includes should find it a valuable
addition to their libraries.
E. S. CRELIN
PROCTOLOGIC ANATOMY. By R. V. Gorsch. Baltimore, William and
Wilkins, 1955. xv, 310 pp. $8.00.
This is an excellent anatomic discussion. The photographs of dissections
are somewhat difficult to follow, but the excellence of the diagrams in many
areas makes up for this. The book is highly recommended for all specialists
in the field.
HOWARD M. SPIRO
A METHOD OF BALANCED ANESTHESIA IN GENERAL SURGERY, OB-
STETRICS, AND DENTISTRY. By Sylvan M. Shane and Harry Ashman. Balti-
more, Lowry and Volz, 1955. 53 pp. $2.25.
This monograph discusses a method of producing surgical anesthesia to
which the eponym "Shane-Ashman" or, more briefly, "S-A" has been ap-
plied by the authors. This technique is unequivocally recommended by the
authors for all patients, there being no contraindications either of age or
concurrent disease. Since no statistical information regarding clinical results
is presented, clinical impression must form the basis for the statement that
no difficulty has been encountered in over 20,000 cases. No physiological
studies are mentioned which have been performed either experimentally or
on patients which would tend to support, or perhaps abnegate, certain un-
usual claims made for the technique. Polypharmacy plays a large r6le in this
type of anesthesia, on the theory that by multiple administrations of small
amounts of many drugs only the salutary effects of each drug are obtained,
thereby eliminating all adverse effects. The discussion of the pharmacology
of anesthetic agents is characterized by categorical statements, often mis-
leading, that are at variance with established fact. The bibliography is
scanty and weighted with "personal communications." There is no index.
The book is well printed and carefully edited, but it is recommended to few.
N. M. GREENE
UNDERSTANDING SURGERY. Robert E. Rothenberg, Ed. New York,
Pocket Books, Inc., xviii, 620 pp. $.50.
Realizing that in large part the fear with which many patients regard
surgery "stems from a lack of knowledge concerning their illness and the
operative procedure which is to be performed on them," this little volume
attempts logically to dispel that fear. The entire gamut of surgical condi-
tions is briefly covered; general, orthopedic, gynecological, eye, nose, and
throat, genito-urinary, and plastic surgery are discussed. Each chapter in-
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cludes an elucidation of the common surgical conditions in that area, indica-
tions for operation, discussion of prognosis, and an excellent section answer-
ing those questions most frequently asked by patients.
While intended primarily for the lay public, this book obviously is of
value to anyone dealing with patients. It might also, in a general way and
by bringing together loose ends, be of value to the student who has failed
to see the forest for the trees.
By utilizing the popular pocket edition medium this book is made avail-
able at the price of fifty cents.
J. c. c.
THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. By George P. Thomson. Cambridge, Uni-
versity Press, 1955. 166 pp. $12.50.
As Sir George Thomson puts it in his preface, this little book "deals
chiefly with the future of technology," and "technology is governed by
scientific principles, some of which are understood, and there is accordingly
a basis for prediction." In addition to chapters on "Energy and Power,"
"Materials," "Transport and Communications," and "Food," Sir George
has written on "Meterology," "Some Applications of Biology," "Some
Social Consequences," and "Thought, Artificial and Natural." The book is
not science fiction but is an optimistic, sober, and convincing estimate of
many of the developments that may be expected to occur in the next
hundred years or so.
Sir George, a Nobel Laureate and son of another Nobel Laureate, Sir
J. J. Thomson, the discoverer of the electron, is an atomic physicist who
has worked on problems in aviation and atomic energy during the two great
wars. His practical experiences plus his obviously wide-ranging scientific
interest qualify him admirably for predicting the foreseeable future.
Most will agree with the majority of Sir George's predictions, although it
would probably be impossible to obtain unanimity as to which majority.
The book is thought provoking, interesting, and well written. Anyone who
cares to know something about where we are going should read it. It should
reduce the element of surprise at some future developments when they
actually occur.
FREDERICK G. KILGOUR
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